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Spelling (9.00am-9.15am) 

It is Monday so both Mr Bell’s group and Mrs Robinson’s group have new spellings to 
work with.  

• Read out loud 

• Look at spelling rules 

• Clarify the meaning of words 

• Highlight the tricky parts/sounds in the words 

• Apply the spellings into sentences 

 

 

 

Writing (9.15am-10.15am) 

Today is our final writing task whilst learning from home. As you all enjoyed our work on the 

eBook, Firebird, this task will be centred around that.  

You will be writing a letter from the point of view of either Vasily or Dmitry. Your letter 

will be to Tsar Vislav.  

Below, I have included a checklist for a persuasive letter. I have also included an example 

letter, written by a prisoner called Maxim Koslov, who has met Dmitry and Vasily in the 

dungeon at the end of the story. 

You are going to be working on a similar letter from the dungeon, but you are going to be 

writing as if you are one of the brothers. 



The brothers do not dare write to their father to ask to be freed (and after all, that would 

really be an informal letter as they would be writing to someone they know very well). 

They are, however, absolutely disgusted by conditions in the palace dungeons. 

They have decided to write to Mr Konstantin Stepanov, the chief dungeon guard, to ask him 

for improved conditions. Ideally, they would like to be moved to a better place of 

imprisonment.  

 

 

 



 

 

Here are some of the types of sentence, along with examples, which we have used during our 
time learning from home.  
Can you include them in this piece of writing?   
 
A sentence of 3 to show emotion or detail. I am exhausted, I am afraid of every little sound and 

I’m not sure how much more of this I can take.  

Personification to give you some interesting description (remember, this is giving a human 

characteristic to a different object): The dark fingers of night gripped tightly around the courtyard. 

Sentence with just a main clause: Wing has a feathery, white wing. 

Sentence with a subordinate clause: The earth cracked beneath him when Wing suddenly fell to 

the ground. 

Sentence with a subordinate clause at the beginning of the sentence: When Wing suddenly fell to 

the ground, the earth cracked beneath him. 

Sentence with a relative clause: Wing, who unfortunately cannot fly, has a feathery, white wing. 

Sentence with a fronted adverbial: Shivering with shock, Wing realised he could no longer fly. 

‘The more… the more…’ sentence: The more I think about it, the more I am afraid.  
Sentence with an -ing opener: Crashing to the ground, Wing cried out in agony.  

Sentence with an -ed opener: Frightened by the strange creatures, Wing ran home as fast as his 

legs could carry him.  

Sentence with a simile opener: Squeaking like a delirious mouse, the strange contraption was 

pushed onto the tree house’s balcony.   

 

 

 



The Dark Dungeon,  
Tsar Vislav’s Palace,  

Golden Apple Kingdom,  
Russia  

Chief Dungeon Guard’s Office,  
Tsar Vislav’s Palace,  
Golden Apple Kingdom,  
Russia  
7th June 1476  
 

Dear Your Majesty, Tsar Vislav,  

             My name is Maxim Koslov and I currently live in your dungeon. A year ago, I stole a goat 
and I have been here ever since that day. I am so sorry for what I have done but the reason I am 
writing to you is because I now find myself living with two very unhappy princes here in the 
dungeon. I am hoping that I can convince you to free them from this awful existence.  

             Firstly, I am very concerned for their welfare. On the first day the arrived here, they looked 
shocked and shaken but as the days have passed, myself and the other prisoners have become 
more and more worried about them. We are only given disgusting food scraps and water to eat 
here but whereas the rest of us hungrily devour the little food we are given, your pitiful sons pick 
at the food, hardly eating anything. They rarely talk to us. They do not talk to one another. They 
sit and stare into space in this dark, smelly dungeon.  

             Secondly, I honestly feel that they are repentant for what they have done. Obviously, 
young Vasily was not directly involved with the murder and he has told me that he had no idea at 
all about what his brother was planning to do. If you cannot find it in your heart to forgive Dmitry, 
surely you must consider freeing the innocent brother? His only crime was to be with Dmitry at 
the time of the offence. He claims that he was too shocked and scared of his brother to tell you 
the truth about what happened. While I do acknowledge that Dmitry committed the most heinous 
of crimes, on the rare occasions he has spoken to me, he has seemed deeply troubled and sorry 
for what he has done.  

             Finally, I would like to express my concern that these men are princes. They are the sons of 
the mighty Tsar Vislav and they are living among us prisoners in the most dreadful of conditions. Is 
this really how you want your sons to live? Moreover, should anything happen to Prince Ivan now, 
you may find yourself without a fit, strong heir as I see these men deteriorate daily before my 
eyes. They are weak and dying.  

             For all the reasons I have mentioned, I would be very grateful if you would consider 
releasing your repentant sons from this vile jail. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. If 
you are feeling generous, I would obviously be interested in being freed as I too am very sorry for 
my crime.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mr Maxim Koslov 
 

  



Reading (10.15am- 10.45am) 

The Time Machine 

‘I told some of you last Thursday of the principles of the Time Machine, and showed you 

the actual thing itself, incomplete in the workshop. There it is now, a little travel-worn, 

truly; and one of the ivory bars is cracked, and a brass rail bent; but the rest of it’s sound 

enough. I expected to finish it on Friday, but on Friday, when the putting together was 

nearly done, I found that one of the nickel bars was exactly one inch too short, and this I 

had to get remade; so that the thing was not complete until this morning. It was at ten 

o’clock to-day that the first of all Time Machines began its career. I gave it a last tap, 

tried all the screws again, put one more drop of oil on the quartz rod, and sat myself in 

the saddle. I suppose a suicide who holds a pistol to his skull feels much the same 

wonder at what will come next as I felt then. I took the starting lever in one hand and the 

stopping one in the other, pressed the first, and almost immediately the second. I 

seemed to reel; I felt a nightmare sensation of falling; and, looking round, I saw the 

laboratory exactly as before. Had anything happened? For a moment I suspected that my 

intellect had tricked me. Then I noted the clock. A moment before, as it seemed, it had 

stood at a minute or so past ten; now it was nearly half-past three!  

‘I drew a breath, set my teeth, gripped the starting lever with both hands, and went off 

with a thud. The laboratory got hazy and went dark. Mrs. Watchett came in and walked, 

apparently without seeing me, towards the garden door. I suppose it took her a minute 

or so to traverse the place, but to me she seemed to shoot across the room like a rocket. 

I pressed the lever over to its extreme position. The night came like the turning out of a 

lamp, and in another moment came to-morrow. The laboratory grew faint and hazy, then 

fainter and ever fainter. To-morrow night came black, then day again, night again, day 

again, faster and faster still. An eddying murmur filled my ears, and a strange, dumb 

confusedness descended on my mind.  

Extract from The Time Machine by HG Wells 

  



 

 



 

 



Maths (11am- 12pm) 

Square numbers and cube numbers 

Before starting today’s maths work, take the time to have a look back at the work you 

completed on Thursday and Friday of last week.  

Remind yourself what a square number is. 

Remind yourself what a cube number is.  

 



 

 



PSHE (1.00pm-1.30pm) 

During this session I want you reflect on our time away from school whilst learning from 

home.  

I would like you to write a couple of paragraphs. Below you will find some questions, the 

answer to which you might want to include in your writing.  

 

• Last Tuesday, when I told you that we would be continuing our learning from home, 

what were your expectations? 

• Was your learning from home experience what you expected it to be? 

• Was there anything you particularly enjoyed about learning from home? 

• Was there anything that you did not like about learning from home? 

• Which piece of work are you most proud of? Why? 

• Was there any work which you though that you would have been more successful 

with if you were in the school building? Why do you think that is? 

• What are you most looking forward to about returning to school tomorrow? 

• Do you have any worries about returning to school? How do you plan to overcome 

these?  

• If you could start your learning from home experience over, what would you do 

differently? Why is this?  

Music (1.30pm- 2.00pm) 

Finally, we will be recording our Christmas song this week, so take the time to have one last 

practice before we return to school.  

Remember, you can find the video containing the music and the lyrics at the bottom of the 

Year 5 Home Learning page on the website.  

 

See you all tomorrow!!!        

 



Please bring to school all of the work you have completed over the two week period. 

 

 

 

 


