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Year 1 Newsletter 

Summer Term 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

Welcome to your summer newsletter which has been strange for teachers to write due to the uncertain times 

in which we find ourselves. 

As I write we have just heard we are closed to all except children of key workers until the 7th May and we 

already miss the children immensely, we long to be back together. 

The teachers have set out some learning tasks to help you with your children at home and this newsletter also 

includes things you need to know if we return this term (PE requirements etc). We are trying to act in as normal 

a way as possible. 

Regular updates are key to effective communication and we have tried very hard to open all possible avenues 

to keeping you informed. 

Please enjoy the activities we have set and do keep in touch by e-mail, messenger etc. 

Stay safe. 

Mrs Blakeley. 

 

I hope you have all had a wonderful Easter, spending time together as a family and eating lots of chocolates! I 

hope you are all well and keeping safe. I have missed the children in Year 1 a lot. I know I have only spent two 

months with them but they were two brilliant months. The children were superstars because each and every 

one of them wanted to learn. Their enthusiasm for learning, their confidence in asking questions and their 

desire to do better made them an absolute joy to teach. I hope they are continuing with that same level of 

enthusiasm at home and being supported in learning new skills around the home, especially the things we can’t 

teach at school. 

Summer Term Topics 

HAVE YOU EVER MET AN ALIEN?  

The aliens have crash landed at Handale Primary School! Our summer topic is based around the books Aliens love 

Underpants and Man on the Moon. There are other alien books that would go really well with our topic, so please feel 

free to read them and explore the universe through stories and films. 

In Science, we would have been learning about Plants and Seasonal Changes. Think about the plants you have 

in and around your home. What sort of plants do you see when you go outside to exercise? What sort of plants 

do you eat? Are there seeds and bulbs you could plant? It would be wonderful for the children to plant seeds 

and talk about what plants need to grow. Ask the children how they would describe plants to an alien.  
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Look at the seasonal changes that are taking place. What is happening to our days and night? What is the 

weather like now? What is happening to the plants and trees? Take pictures of the changes happening to the 

trees. Have you seen any animals on your daily exercise or in you gardens? Question the children about their 

environment and encourage them to talk about their observations.  

In English, we would have been exploring the adventure the aliens encounter in order to steal the human’s 

underpants. The children would have written their own adventure story that explores their mission to the 

moon to save the day and stop the underpants thieves, so encourage them to use their imagination. Give them 

the opportunity to explore how they would travel, where they would go, what they would see. They need to 

think about the setting, the characters, the problem and how to resolve the problem.  

Work with the children to research the astronauts who have travelled to the moon and in space. Read some non-

fiction texts about Neil Armstrong, Tim Peake, Helen Sharman, all of whom have travelled into space. The 

children can have a go at writing facts files, information texts or explanation texts about what they have 

discovered.  Ask the children to write an explanation text linked to the following question: How can humans 

travel to the moon? Consider the appropriate clothing and equipment that is required. Encourage the children 

to play with words, using rhyme, alliteration and similes and put words together that are silly and funny. 

In Maths, we would have continued to work with numbers up to 100; looking at number bonds, addition and 

subtraction and solving word problems. We would have also been learning about shapes, space and measure, 

partitioning numbers and place value. I have included these activities on the home learning task grid for you to 

use over the next few weeks. 

In PE we would have moved on to Athletics, which is something you could adapt at home. See if you can 

increase the speed at which you walk when you go outside for your daily exercise. Try throwing and catching a 

ball against different surfaces, like the ground, the wall or up in the air. See how far or how high you can jump. 

Look out for different fitness sessions on YouTube. There are various dance sessions with the Strictly team, 

fitness with Joe Wicks, lots of ‘Just Dance’ or ‘Go Noodle’ routines– the children thoroughly enjoy these and 

Yoga with Cosmic Kids. Keeping active will help the children with their mental, emotional and physical health 

and well-being. 

Please give your children spellings every week on a Monday and test them on a Friday. Work through the 

summer lists and please don’t worry about the order as long as they have a set of spellings to do each week. 

Also, use the common exception words in the middle of the children’s reading records as it is important that all 

Year 1 children can read and spell these words by the end of the year. 

Please work through the tasks that are on the grids as often as you can, over the next few weeks. If you have 

any questions or concerns, please contact me. I want the children to enjoy the tasks, so feel free to adapt them 

to suit them.  
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I have really enjoyed seeing the photos, videos and reading the messages from the children. It’s lovely to see 

how active and busy they have been, whilst having lots of fun too! I do look forward to seeing how they are, so 

please keep sending me the messages. I miss the children, and I am sure they miss school. The most important 

thing to remember is that we are all in this together, and it will end. We can help each other get through this.  

Keep smiling, stay active and have as much fun teaching and learning as you can!  

Please take care and stay safe, 

Miss Khanam rkhanam@handale.rac.sch.uk 

If we do return to school this term, please ensure your child brings their PE kit to school on a Monday and leaves it in 

school for the week. Remember PE kit is black shorts, white top and pumps/trainers. 

Here are some useful websites for you to use with your children: 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/subjects/reading-and-ebooks/rising-stars-reading-planet/reading-planet-reception-and-
ks1 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/year-1-school-closure-home-learning-resource-pack-t-e-2549910 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
www.themathsfactor.com 
www.topmarks.co.uk 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/apps/hit-the-button 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/blast-off 
https://www.roythezebra.com/ 
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html 
https://nrich.maths.org/11083 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-science 
https://www.science-sparks.com/category/primary-science/key-stage-1-science/ 
https://theimaginationtree.com/science-experiments-for-kids/ 
https://www.stem.org.uk/elibrary/resource/31444 
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/space/solarsystem.html 
https://www.ouruniverseforkids.com/the-solar-system/ 
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/solar-system.html 
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/helpAHedgehog/ 
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ 
https://www.teachwire.net/news/creative-writing-prompts-activities-and-resources-for-ks1-and-ks2-english 
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