Nursery Pack 2

We had hoped to be back at nursery by now. However, this is not possible so we are
sending out another pack.

Please continue to do activities from pack 1 with your child. Please sing rhymes with
your child, share stories and find opportunities for counting daily.

As you know we do not have set topics in Early Years we take our ideas from what your
child is interested in. So you can use your child's own interests and toys to develop
their learning. You can also use everyday activities as learning experiences; mealtimes,
bathtimes, getting dressed etc.

Ideas:

Diary of toy - choose one of your child's toys and let them spend time with your
child doing what they are doing. Write down some of the things the toy has been
doing and ask your child to draw a picture. Over time this will produce a diary
just like Floppy's. Floppy would love to see photos of your child and their toy.
Stories - please share stories with your child. Traditional tales are always good
as we all tell them a bit differently. I am enclosing my version of Goldilocks and
the 3 Bears. Please read this story with your child and then there are lots of
opportunities to develop it. You could make puppets or use teddies to retell the
story. Lots of opportunities to count and match (3 bowls, spoons, chairs, beds,
bears). Opportunities to use language of size (small, tiny, large etc). Perhaps you
could make porridge. The story is a basis for discussions such as should
Goldilocks have gone into the bears' house?

Mark-making - lots of things can be used for making marks e.g. pens, pencils,
crayons, chalk and paint with paper or even the back of an old roll of wallpaper.
You can also use squeezy or spray bottles and water (can use old washing-up
liquid bottle or similar). Brushes and water can be used (can use washing-up
brushes, paint brushes, make-up brushes etc). Children can make marks with a
finger or stick in a tray of dried rice or something similar

Giving Independence - when we are limited to where we can go and what we can
do this is difficult. Please still try to give your child choices and encourage your
child to do things for themselves e.g. get dressed.

Sound box -You need a small box with a lid - you could always change your talking
box to a sound box. Your child could decorate the box. The box needs to have
toys or pictures of things that make a sound inside e.g. animals, a car etc. The
box becomes magic when you turn it around saying "Turn, turn, turn the box
round, lift the lid and listen for the sound". Point fo your ear as you say 'listen'’.
As you open the lid, make the sound (with your voice) of one of the objects in
the box and keep making the noise until you close the lid. Children need o guess
what is hidden in the box.

Kim's game - have a range of everyday objects on a tray and allow your child to
see the objects. Talk about the objects and make sure your child knows the
name of each object. Cover the tray with a cloth (a teatowel works well) and
remove one of the items. Show your child the tray again and see if they know
what is missing. This can be repeated with the other items. You can also let your
child remove the object to see if you can see what is missing!




e Building - encourage your child to make models. You can use building kits if you
have them, but don't worry if you don't, you can always use your junk. You're your
empty boxes and children can use these to build with.

¢ Have a picnic - plan your picnic with your child. Your child can help o make
sandwiches and gather the food together. They can find toys that they would
like to join in the picnic. They could make invitations for everybody in the house.
The picnic could be in the back garden/yard if you have one but if not it is just
as much fun in the front room.

e Listening walk - encourage children to listen carefully to the noises around them.
See if the children can say what is making the sound. This can be done around
the house, in garden/yard or on a walk (as part of your exercise).

e Playdough - use the recipe from pack 1 o make playdough. Dried or cooked pasta
are also good to play with.

e Giving clues - in nursery we often give clues to what we are talking about. This
can be done in a range of situations e.g. we are now going play with something
that is squashy, has two eyes and a red bow rather than saying we are going to
play with the teddy. You can play a clue game with a range of pictures,
photographs or toys. Give clues to one of the items and see if your child knows
which one it is. You can also allow the children to give the clues and see if you
know which one they are describing!

e Listen! - have a basket or bag of objects. Ask your child to choose one of the
objects and talk about it. Say the rhyme "I went to visit (child's name) one day,
I saw lots of things on my way. Which do you think I like best? (Name of object,
name of object, name of object). Then pick another object and sing the rhyme
again this time naming both objects at the end. Continue adding extra objects.
This could be done with sets of farm animals, zoo animals, dinosaurs etc.

e Making sounds - have a range of objects that make sounds e.g. plastic bowls and
spoons, pans, shakers made from empty bottles with rice, pasta or gravel in. You
can ask children to add sounds to a story e.g. every fime the wolf is mentioned in
Little Red Riding Hood they need to shake the shaker. If you have two of each
'instrument’ put a screen between you and your child and have one of each
instrument each. Play one instrument and see if your child can play the same
instrument. You can play a pattern of sounds and ask you child to copy the
pattern.

e Alliteration (words that begin with the same sound) - it's really important that
children hear sounds in words. It can be fun to play with sentences of words
beginning with the same sound. Use family names e.g. Daddy doing the dishes,
Laura, licking lollipops. You can have a collection of objects some beginning with
the same sound and one odd one out, see if your child can hear which is the odd
one out e.g. cat, cup, boy, car. You can ask children to spot things in the room
that begin with a specific sound.

Useful websites:
www.bookstart.co.uk
www.nationalliteracytrust.org.uk
www.ican.org.uk



http://www.bookstart.co.uk/
http://www.nationalliteracytrust.org.uk/
http://www.ican.org.uk/




